
INTRODUCTION

The Parable of the Weeds is 
one of several parables that 
Jesus shared with a large 
crowd gathered by the sea, 
as recorded in Matthew 13. 
This chapter contains a 
series of parables through 
which Jesus reveals deeper 
truths about the Kingdom of 
Heaven. In this particular 
parable, Jesus uses the 
imagery of a sower, wheat, 
and weeds to address the 
reality of the coexistence of 
good and evil in the world.

also appeared. The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he 
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.’”  Matthew 13:24-30 https://biblestudytoolbox.com/bible-studies/parables-of-jesus/parable-of-the-weeds/

Parable of the 
Weeds

I n s i g h t s  f o r  B e l i e v e r s

“ Jesus told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 
But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and went away. When 
the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the weeds
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Parable of the Weeds

The Growing Season

The Good Seed Sower
v Jesus begins by describing a man who sows good seed in 

his field. This man represents the Son of Man, who is Jesus 
Himself. The good seed symbolizes the word of God, which 
Jesus spreads throughout the world.

The Sower of Weeds
v While everyone is sleeping, an enemy comes and sows 

weeds among the wheat. The enemy in this parable 
represents the devil, whose intention is to corrupt what Jesus 
has planted. 

v As time passes, both the wheat and the weeds grow together 
in the field. This growth illustrates the reality that in the world, 
the righteous and the wicked coexist. The wheat represents 
those who follow Jesus and live according to His teachings, 
while the weeds represent those who oppose God’s ways.
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Parable of the Weeds
The Purpose

The Time of Waiting
v The master instructs his servants to wait until the harvest time 

before taking any action against the weeds. This waiting period 
is significant, as the harvest represents the end of the age—the 
time when God will bring everything to its ultimate conclusion.

The Harvest
v When harvest arrives, the parable reveals a decisive moment 

of separation. The master explains that at this time, the 
reapers—who symbolize the angels—will gather the weeds 
first, bundling them together to be burned. This act represents 
the judgment and destruction of the wicked. On the other 
hand, the wheat, which represents the righteous, will be 
gathered into the master’s barn. This image symbolizes the 
righteous entering into God’s Kingdom, where they will be 
safe and secure for eternity.

v The Parable of the Weeds is to help believers understand that, 
while both righteousness and wickedness exist side by side in 
this life and there will come a time of separation and judgment.
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Parable of the Weeds
Closing Reflections

The Parable of 

the Weeds  

teaches us to 

recognize the 

presence of both 

the wheat 

(righteous) 

and 

the weeds 

(wicked) 

around us.

The parable 

offers believers a 

clear call to live 

with discernment. 

In a world where 

both good and evil 

coexist, it can be 

challenging to 

navigate the 

complexities of life.

We learn the 
importance of 

trusting in God’s 
sovereignty. The 

master’s decision to 
wait until the 

harvest to separate 
the wheat from the 
weeds teaches us 
to have confidence 
that God will bring 
about justice in His 

perfect time.

The Parable 

emphasizes the 

importance of 

focusing on spiritual 

growth. Just as the 

wheat grows 

alongside the weeds, 

we are called to grow 

in faith and 

righteousness even 

in the presence of 

evil. 

Finally, take 

assurance that 

while the righteous 

and the wicked may 

grow side by side 

for a time, a day of 

harvest is coming 

when God will 

separate the two, 

rewarding the 

faithful and dealing 

with the wicked.
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