
This simple comparison shows us that God’s kingdom may start small, but it has the potential to grow into something 
great and impactful in our lives and the world. Let’s dive into the deeper meaning of this parable and explore how it 
applies to our walk with God today.

Welcome to our Bible study 
on the parable of the 
mustard seed. In this brief 
but powerful parable, found 
in Matthew 13:31-32, Jesus 
uses the image of a tiny 
mustard seed to teach us 
about the Kingdom of God. 
Although the seed is small, it 
grows into a large tree, 
providing shelter and shade. 
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“He put another parable 
before them, saying, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a 
man took and sowed in his 
field.  It is the smallest of all 
seeds, but when it has grown 
it is larger than all the garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come 
and make nests in its 
branches.” 
-Matthew 13:31-32

https://biblestudytoolbox.com/bible-studies/parables-of-jesus/parable-of-the-mustard-seed/
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Parable of the
Mustard Seed
The Mustard Seed: A Symbol of Small Beginnings

The Growth of the Seed: The Kingdom of God

The Kingdom’s Influence: A Shelter for Many

v Known for being tiny, Jesus uses the parable of the mustard 
seed to symbolize the seemingly insignificant beginnings of 
the Kingdom of God, however, with the potential of expansive 
growth.

v This growth represents the expansive nature of God’s 
Kingdom. From its humble beginnings, the Kingdom of God 
would grow to encompass people from all nations.

v The parable emphasizes that the Kingdom of God is not only 
about growth in numbers but also about the influence and 
blessing it provides to the world.
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Parable of the
Mustard Seed
Faith Like a Mustard Seed

The Growth of the Seed: The Kingdom of God

v The birds that come to perch in the tree’s branches 
symbolize the nations and people who will find refuge in the 
Kingdom of God.

The Kingdom’s Influence: A Shelter for Many

v The mustard seed is known for being tiny, often cited as one 
of the smallest seeds in the world. Despite its small size, it 
grows into a large plant, sometimes even referred to as a tree.

v When planted, the mustard seed grows into the largest of 
garden plants, with branches so large that birds can perch in 
them.
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Parable of the Mustard Seed

The Parable of the 

Mustard Seed 

teaches 

that the Kingdom 

of God starts 

small but 

grows to have a 

significant 

and 

far-reaching 

impact.
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The parable 

also 

encourages 

believers 

to have 

faith in 

God’s plan.
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We also learn 

that God’s 

Kingdom, 

though it may 

begin in 

small ways, 

has the power 

to grow beyond 

what we can 

imagine.
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Just as the 

mustard seed 

grows 

into a 

mighty tree, 

our faith in 

and obedience 

to God 

can grow, too.
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Finally, 

take time 

this week 

to meditate 

on this parable, 

and consider 

how you can be 

part of the 

Kingdom’s 

expansion.
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Closing Reflections
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